DTMA : Cross Connection and Backflow Prevention
FAQ’s

g. !é‘l gm a customer of Doylestown Township Municipal Authority (DTMA), what am | required
0 do?

All non-residential water customers are required to have an approved testable back-flow assembly
installed and tested on an annual basis. Non-residential customers are required to maintain the
assembly to be assured it is in proper working order. This includes a test performed by an American
Society of Sanitary Engineering (ASSE) certified tester in accordance with Doylestown Township
Ordinance No. 350. A Backflow Prevention Device Test Form should be completed by the tester. Be
sure to get a copy of this completed test form from the tester. It is your responsibility to mail, fax or
email a copy of the completed test form to DTMA. This applies even if the backflow assembly failed
the test. Without the completed test form (pass or fail), DTMA has no documentation that any work
was done and as a result, you will be subject to termination of water service.

2. Who gives the authority to implement the program?

1). Title 25 Chapter 109.709 of the Pennsylvania Code. 2).The Safe Drinking Water Act. 3).
Doylestown Twp. Ordinance No. 350. 4). The Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code as
amended. 5). The International Plumbing Code (IPC).

3. What is a backflow prevention device?

Backflow prevention devices are mechanical plumbing devices installed in a plumbing system to
prevent water from flowing backward in the system. A properly instalied, tested and maintained
backflow preventer at the service entrance to a building or property can reliably prevent the back-
flow of water of an unknown quality from flowing back into the community water system. Backflow
prevention is important to protect DTMA's customers against accidental contamination of the public
water supply due to a direct connection of a non-drinkable substance to the normal drinking water

piping.
4. What kind of backflow device do | need?

The type of backflow device necessary depends on the degree of hazard present at your location.
The degree of hazard depends on the use of water at your location and what could potentially enter
the system.

5.' Are?residential customers required to have cross-control/backflow prevention measures in
place

Yes. All new construction/new residential service connections are required to have appropriate
backflow protection in place before service is provided. All residential customers that have a water
meter also have a backflow device in place. This backflow device is called a “Residential Dual Check
Valve” (RDCV). It is part of the water meter assembly and is non-testable. Residential properties that
have fire sprinklers and / or lawn sprinklers require a testable backflow assembly such as a Double
Check Valve Assembly (DCVA), Reduced Pressure Principle Assembly (RPZ) or a Pressure Vacuum
Breaker (PVB). If unsure of your application, please call DTMA at 215.348.9915.

6. Who should test a backflow device?

in accordance with Doylestown Twp. Ordinance No. 350, only ASSE Certified testers are allowed to
test a backflow device. If the device is found to be faulty and repairs are required, only an ASSE
Certified backflow repair specialist is allowed to make the repairs. if repairs are made, the backflow
device is required to be tested again to be assured that it performs correctly. A list of qualified testers
can be found by visiting the http://www.asse-plumbing.org/bpatcertlist.asp. Please note: DTMA does
not endorse any specific backflow testers, and we are not responsible for the accuracy of the
information provided on this website. The link is provided as a resource only. There may be other
qualified testers not listed on this site. Testing, repairs and instaliation of backflow
assemblies/devices are performed in accordance with ASSE standards.




7. Where shoulid the backfiow device be installed?

The backflow device must be installed on the customer's service line immediately after the meter and
before any branching of the line to accommodate any additional taps, faucets or hose connections.
Each type of backflow device must be installed in accordance with all applicable codes and
regulations.

8. How much does a backflow device cost?

The cost of a backflow device varies based on the size, type and location. We recommend that you
obtain several quotes.

9. Who is responsible for paying for the device and testing?

It is the customer's responsibility to ensure that any contaminants or pollutants do not enter the
water distribution system from their location. All costs related to the installation, maintenance and
testing are the customers' responsibility.

10. Are all non-residential customers required to comply?

Yes. All non-residential customers are required to comply. There are no exceptions.

11. What happens if | do not comply?

The regulations and codes previously mentioned allow for the termination of water service for failure
to comply.

12. Once | have my device tested, where do | mail my completed test form each year?
Completed test forms should be:

Mailed to:

Doylestown Twp. Municipal Authority
425 Wells Road.
Doylestown, PA 18901

Fax: 215.348.4985 or Email: smiele@doylestownpa.org

All applicable building and plumbing codes must be followed. In accordance with Doylestown Twp.
Ordinance No. 350, any backflow tester that tests a backflow assembly must have a current and
valid ASSE Certification card. If repairs to any backflow assembly are required, the repair specialist
must have a current and valid ASSE Certification repair card. A Differential Pressure Gauge is a
specialized tool that is used in the testing of backflow assemblies. The Differential Pressure Gauge
is required to be calibrated annually. This gauge should have a current sticker affixed that indicates
the most recent calibration. Be sure that the gauge information is documented on the test form.
Contractors that work in Doylestown Twp. should have insurance. Some backflow assemblies can
discharge water. It is extremely important to consider the location of the backflow assembly.
Thermal expansion can happen after a backflow device is installed. Only qualified people should be
allowed to install backflow devices and thermal expansion tanks. DTMA is committed to protecting
the public water supply. Please call 215.348.9915 or email smiele@doylestownpa.org if you have
any questions or concerns.

Links and Resources:

hitp://www pacode.com/secure/data/025/chapter109/chap109toc.html (then click "G”).

hitp://iwww.usc.edu/dept/fccchr

http://www.pawsc.com

http:/iwww.epa.gov/iogwdw/crossconnectioncontrol/pdfs/chapterQ4.pdf







